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of Miiltan^ beyond which lines diverge to Peshawar, Lahore, and
other points on the trunk line from Delhi to Peshawar. An import-
ant strategic branch of this railway follows the west "bank of the
Indus for a considerable distance, and Is continued throughout
Baluchistan by Quetta to Chaman on the borders of Afghanistan."
From a point near Quetta a line runs "by XushM into Persian terri-
tory at Duzdab.
Bombay is brought into communication with the Ganges basin
by several important lines. The Bombay, Baroda, and Central
India Railway runs north by Baroda and. across Rajptitana to
Delhi and Agra, The Great Indian Peninsular Railway has two
routes from Bombay to the interior, the one crossing the Western
Ghats by the Thalghat, and the other by the Borghai. The first
of these uses the valleys of the Tapti and Narbada on the way to
Allahabad, where it connects with the East Indian line and con-
stitutes part of the mail route from Bombay to Calcutta, One
branch which breaks off at Bhusawai joins the Bengal-Nagpur
system at Nagpur and provides a shorter but more difficult route
to Calcutta, while another which leaves at Itarsi has connections
With the East Indian system at Agra and Cawnpore. The southern
line by the Borghat nms south-east as far as Raichur, where it
meets the Madras and South Mahratta railway. These two routes
from Bombay enable the Great Indian system to tap the wheat
and cotton districts of the Deccan. From Raichur the Madras
and South Mahratta Railway runs to Madras by Guntakal* where
one line diverges for Poona and Marmagao Harbour (the port of
Goa), and another for Bezwada, near the mouth of the Eostna,
From Madras a line which follows the coastal plain runs north
to Bezwada and is continued as far as Waltair, near Vizaga-
patam. Here it joins the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, the two main
lines of which run from Waltair to Calcutta, and from Calcutta to
Hagpttr. This railway shares with the East Indian much of the
coal traffic of the country. The South Indian system, wMcti serves
the southern part of the peninsula, runs along the west coast from
Mangalore to Cochin, and is connected with the east coast by a
line which crosses the Palghat and goes to Negapatam, whence it
follows the coastal plain to Madras. A shorter route to Madras,,
however, is that which breaks off at Erode and joins the Madras
and South Mahratta system at Jaiarpet, From